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Supporting Design Competition 2026 teams
through practical submarine racing, certified
submersible operations and build-test
experience.
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Subject Matter Expert Profile: Auke Prins

Mentor / Subject Matter Expert Profile

The SRS Team asked the following questions:

m When you first heard of SubRacing Series, what were your first thoughts?

The event sounded very exciting. I had been involved in human-powered submarine
racing for some time and had also taken part in a friendly open-water competition with
another team. The opportunity to race submarines again in open water appealed to me,
because it opens up a whole new world of exploration.

m What is your professional background?

I studied mechanical engineering at TU Delft in the Netherlands. During my studies, I
joined the WASUB human-powered submarine team. In my first year on the team, I
worked in the drivetrain and electronics departments and also became one of the main
people helping to produce and test our submarine.

In my second year, I focused more on my studies, but I was also one of the pilots and
helped guide the new engineers through what I had learned the year before. After
finishing my bachelor’s degree, I joined U-Boat Worx as a Field Operations Mechanic
and Pilot. My role has gradually transitioned from mainly field maintenance and some
operations to frequently teaching new pilots how to operate our submarines.

What made you want to support early-career professionals as a
Design Competition SME?

After finishing my studies, I was asked to return to eISR as a volunteer. In addition to
helping set up the course and timing systems, I was also one of the judges and had the
opportunity to work directly with the teams. Being able to guide students and see them
achieve goals they had worked so hard for was very rewarding.

What do you feel you can impart to the early-career
professionals in the Design Competition?

I hope that, with my experience in human-powered submarine racing as a student and
now as a professional mechanic working with certified submersibles, I can help teams
identify challenges early and point them towards practical solutions.

What characteristics are important for early-career
professionals to thrive in marine engineering?

Things almost never go exactly as planned on the first attempt; and if they do, they will
probably go wrong on the second. Perseverance, flexibility and a willingness to adapt are
therefore important. It is also important to be able to analyse systems, find faults and
then develop practical solutions.
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