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Simon Joncas 
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──────────── 

Bio 

Professor at École de technologie 
supérieure 

Profile Purpose 

Supporting Design Competition 2026 teams 
through specialist technical insight and 
experience mentoring 10+ submarine teams 
over three decades. 

 

The SRS Team asked the following questions: 

 

Q1 When you first heard of SubRacing Series, what were your first thoughts? 

 

I first heard about SubRacing Series (SRS) at eISR 2024. I thought it was a great 
idea: a significant step towards making submarine racing more accessible. I also 
found it very interesting that SRS is returning to the original format of the early 
ISR events, with two-person submarines racing in open water. 

 

 

────────────────────────────────────── 

Q2 What is your professional background? 

 

I am a mechanical engineer and professor at an engineering school in Montréal, 
Canada. I teach core mechanical engineering subjects, including strength of 
materials and machine design. My research expertise is in composite materials. 

 

 

Q3 
What made you want to support early-career professionals 
as a Design Competition SME? 

 

I was part of a human-powered submarine team when I was a student 35 years ago. 
I have remained involved ever since by mentoring my institution’s submarine team. 
I very much enjoy contributing to the development of young engineers, especially 
through applied design-build-test projects such as the SRS initiative. 

 

──────────────────────────── 

 

Q4 
What do you feel you can impart to the early-career 
professionals in the Design Competition? 

 

If I can help them develop the habit of keeping the project’s main objective in mind 
at all times, I will be happy. A system’s performance is always limited by the 
weakest point in its design. That weak point is often created when the main 
objective is forgotten at some stage. 

 

──────────────────────────── 

 

Q5 
What characteristics are important for early-career 
professionals to thrive in marine engineering? 

 

Being open-minded, having good critical judgement, and being curious. An 
engineer should be certain of only one thing: that they do not know very much. 

 


